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“Think of Bob” 
By Christiana Tsai 


(A Shut-in for Twenty-nine Years) 


HAVE been a shut-in for a long time, 

and for the last eleven years I have 
been. living in America, but never for 
one moment have I been made to feel 
that I was an alien or, aS my own 
countrymen in China sometimes call 
outsiders, “a foreign devil.” The many 
people I have met and the experiences 
I have had all have led me to see how 
my Father in Heaven is tenderly deal- 
ing with me. 

In an unthought-of way God led me 
to know Bob Faulk, one of His children, 
who lives in Butler, Pa., near Pitts- 
burgh. One quiet evening in 1949, not 
many months after Miss Mary A. Lea- 
man, my spiritual mother, and I left our 
China home, my thoughts wandered to 
my loved ones over there. Suddenly 


(Continued on page 579) 
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“Ensamples to All That Believe” 


Living for Christ in America is a far different thing 
from what it is in many other lands today. For most Chris- 
tians in this land life is comparatively easy, except of course 
for the physical and financial troubles to which most men 
are subject; and such persecution as there is consists in sting- 
ing words and the “cold shoulder,” rather than blows from 
sticks, stones, or fists. Therefore it is good for us to hear 
occasionally of what others are suffering, that we may 
better sympathize and pray for them and bear our own 
trials more patiently. There are some striking facts in a 
recent letter from David M. Howard, assistant director in 
Colombia of the Latin America Mission. He tells of a con- 
ference of some 350 pastors and workers from all over 
Colombia at the Inter-American Mission at Medellin. One 
night men were asked to stand up in answer to certain 
questions, “‘and it was interesting to see the results: men 
who had been in prison for the sake of the Gospel, 62; those 
who had been shot at for preaching, 26; those who had had 
their churghes burned or destroyed, 24; those who had had 
martyrs in their churches, 23. Clyde Taylor informs us on 
the basis of recent studies he has made that Colombia has less 
missionaries per capita than any country in Latin America— 
and at the same time the church in Colombia is growing 
faster than anywhere else in the world! This is due to a 
number of factors, no doubt, but not the least would be 
the energetic and faithful work of laymen who have lost 


all their worldly goods and have been purged as by fire, and 
now are dedicating themselves to being faithful witnesses.” 
Not only have these men suffered real persecution but 
their living conditions are much less comfortable than ours. 
They live in a hot country, their homes are often poorly 
built and furnished, and they do not have folding seats, 
fluorescent lighting, and electric fans or air-conditioning in 
their little churches. They belong to that illustrious company 
“who through faith . . 
promises . . . quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight . . . wandered about .. . being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy) .” 
They are like the Thessalonians, to whom Paul wrote: “We 
give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of 


. wrought righteousness, obtained 


you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our 
gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know 
what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost: so that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia” (1 Thess. 1:2-7). 
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Christ, the King 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


hold your king” (John 19:14). It was 
with that background that Pilate wrote 
these factual and meaningful words: 
“JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.” 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“There is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort” (Dan. 3:29). 




















makes it very emphatic. 

Pilate got that truth from the lips of 
Christ Himself. When Jesus said to 
Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” (John 18:36), Pilate asked him, 
“Art thou a king then?” “Jesus an- 
swered, Thou sayest that I am a king” 
(John 18:37). Later, Pilate presented 
Jesus to the Jews with the words, “Be- 





A. Jesus Is a KING 

1. The angel Gabriel said that Jesus 
would be a king, and that He would 
have a “throne” and “reign” over a 
“kingdom.” He said to Mary, His virgin 
mother, “The Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end” (Luke 1:32, 33). 

2. Christ was born a king and born to 
rule. The wise men came, saying, 
“Where is he that is born king of the 
Jews?” and the scribes answered with 
the words of the Prophet Micah that 
there should come out of Bethlehem “a 


Governor, that shall rule my people Is- 
rael” (Matt. 2:1, 6). 


3. Nathanael gave Jesus the title of 
king, and Jesus accepted it: “Nathanael 
... Saith unto him, Rabbi. . . thou art 
the King of Israel” (John 1:49). 


4. The Apostle Paul proclaimed the 
Kingdom and kingship of Jesus, even 
though it was a “contrary” thing to do. 
The enemies of truth said of Paul and 
Silas: “These all do contrary to the de- 
crees of Caesar, saying that there is an- 
other king, one Jesus” (Acts 17:7). 


5. Jesus Himself claimed to be a king. 
When Pilate said to Him, “Art thou a 
king then?” Jesus at once answered, 
“Thou sayest that I am a king” (John 
18:37). 


6. The Old Testament prophets fore- 
saw that the Messiah, Christ, would be 
a king. Jeremiah wrote: “Behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and 
a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the 
earth” (23:5). 


7. God Himself calls Christ a king. 
Acts 4:25, 26 proves that Psalm 2 re- 
fers to Christ, and in that Psalm God 
calls the Messiah “my king” (v. 6). 


B. OvER WHOM WILL JEsusS BE KING? 


A king must have subjects over whom 
he reigns, and Christ will have those 
over whom He will yet reign as king. 

1. The angel Gabriel, speaking for 
God, said that Jesus “shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever” (Luke 1: 
33). At His birth Christ was called 
“the King of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2). At 
His crucifixion He was called “THE 
KING OF THE JEWS” (John 19:19). 
That statement stands: Christ will yet 
be the actual king of the Jews. Micah 
the prophet said that God “will make” 
the Jews a “strong nation,” and that 
“the Lord shall reign over them in 
mount Zion from henceforth, even for 
ever” (Mic. 4:7). It is a prophecy 
about Christ Jesus, to be fulfilled in due 
time. 


2. Christ will have other subjects to 
reign over besides the Jews. Romans 
15:12 names them: “There shall be a 
root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to 
reign over the Gentiles.” Indeed, Christ 
will be king over the whole earth. 
Zechariah the prophet said, “And the 
Lord shall be king over all the earth” 
(14:9). John “in the isle of Patmos” 
saw it, and heard “great voices in 
heaven” proclaim it in these soul-stir- 
ring words, “The kingdom of the world 
is become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Christ: and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15, A.S.V.). 


C. WHEN Witt Curist BECOME KING? 


It is true that the Lord Jesus must be 
king of our lives now. He must be 
Lord and Master over every Christian, 
but that is not the sense in which He is 
to be the predicted king. He is to be a 
king in reality and in actuality, over the 
Jews, and over the Gentiles, and over 
the whole earth, and down here on this 
earth. And when will that be? 
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1. When Israel and Judah are re- 
gathered to their land, and when they 
have passed through “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble” (Jer. 30:7), and when they 
have become one nation in the land of 
Israel, then Christ will be in actuality 
the king of the Jews. “Thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I will take the chil- 
dren of Israel from among the heathen 
[nations], whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land: And 
I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Israel; and one 
king shall be king to them all” (Ezek. 
37:21, 22). Words cannot be plainer. 
Hear these from Hosea 3:5: “Afterward 
shall the children of Israel return, and 
seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king; and shall fear the Lord and his 
goodness in the latter days.” The name 
“David” in several prophecies is the Old 
Testament name for the Messiah, Christ 
Jesus. See the following: Jeremiah 30: 
9; Ezekiel 34:23; 37:24, 25; Hosea 3:5. 
The words of the angel in Luke 1:32, 33 
prove that Jesus is meant by “David” in 
the passages given. To “Jesus” will be 
given “the throne of His father David,” 
and it is the same Jesus who shall “reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever.” 


2. Christ will be king in reality and 
actuality after the judgment of the 
world kingdoms, and after they in their 
present form have passed away. That 
is the teaching of Daniel 2:44 and 7:13, 
14, 26, 27. You should read those Scrip- 
tures, they are all-important to this 
subject. However, I shall quote part of 
these Scriptures, for they are the proof 
texts for what I have stated. “And 
there was given him [the Son of man, 
Christ] dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, should serve him: his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed.” Then 
the words of Daniel 7:26, 27: “But the 
judgment shall sit, and they shall take 
away his [the “another” of v. 24] do- 
minion, to consume and to destroy it 
unto the end. And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him.” 


3. Christ will be king over the Jews 
and over the Gentiles and over the 
whole earth in actuality when He comes 
again in His glory. He said it Himself, 
“When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory ... then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all nations .. .” (Matt. 
25:31, 32). Then He will be actual king. 
Twice in that passage He calls Himself 
a king (Matt. 25:34, 40). 


4. Rev. 19:11-21 describes the scene of 
Christ in the act of coming from 
Heaven to take over the government of 
this world, and to become its king. 
And when this scene takes place, Christ 
will then be, as stated in that passage, 
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). That coming 


will usher in “the regeneration when 
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of 
his glory” (Matt. 19:28). 

Then it will be our joy to say, “Praise 
our God... Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 19:5, 6). 








a> Notes on- 
>Open letters 


Does the Christian Have a Set 
Time To Die? 


I have been a subscriber of The 
Sunday School Times for some thirty 
years. It has been a great blessing 
to my life and a wonderful help in 
my work as a Sunday school teacher. 

Will you please give me the Bible 
answer to the following statement? 
“You won’t die until your time comes.” 
Is that a true statement? . . . Does 
the Christian have a set time to die? 
—An Illinois reader. 


The Illinois reader will not find a 
specific verse in the Bible saying that 
“you won't die until your time comes.” 
However, the Scriptures are full of 
statements concerning the sovereignty 
of God. “The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). In 
Colossians 1:16 and 17 we read con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus that “by him 
were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or _ principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist [hold to- 
gether].” 

Nothing occurs in Heaven or hell 
without the permissive will of God and 
in Psalm 148 we read of the very ele- 
ments “fulfilling his word” (v. 8). 

In the Book of Job we learn that 
while Satan was given permission to af- 
flict Job, he was not permitted to touch 
his life (Job 2:6). In Ephesians 2:10 
we learn that believers are God’s 
“workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in 
them.” It must of necessity follow, 
therefore, that, since God has foreor- 
dained a plan for the life of each in- 
dividual Christian, He is not going to 
let anything or any person interfere 
with that plan until, in His judgment, it 
has been completed. 

In speaking to the Apostle John on 
the Isle of Patmos, the resurrected 
Christ identified Himself as the one 
“that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hell and of death” 
(Rev. 1:18). It may seem to us some- 
times as though men have the power of 
death or that accident or disaster brings 
an untimely end to God’s children, but 
we may rest assured that the One who 
holds the keys of death and who is our 


(Continued on page 580) 
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4. Law, Legalism, and Liberty 


What Is Legalism? 


often talked about. As a matter of 

fact it is too often used today as a 
name-calling device. If you do not like 
a person’s doctrine, you call him cultic; 
and if you do not agree with someone’s 
practice you call him a legalist. Since 
no one wants to be legalistic, denunci- 
ation is accomplished by the mere use 
of the term. However, although the 
word is often used, it is rarely defined. 

A definition is not easy, for legalism is 
meshed with many other concepts, and 
a proper definition must be applicable 
to all cases. In order to arrive at a 
definition, it is first necessary to define 
certain other terms and to compare 
them with and distinguish them from 
legalism. 


LL otten a is seldom defined though 


A. Law 

Law, earlier in this series, has been 
defined as “a system of rules or princi- 
ples for conduct.” It was pointed out 
that several sets of laws have been 
operative down through history, and 
that there has been and always will be 
law in the world. The government code 
for the Christian today is the law of 
Christ (Gal. 6:2) or, as it is called else- 
where, “the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2). It is definite, 
inclusive, and consists of the highest 
standards. 

All such codes, whether the one re- 
vealed to Abraham, or to Moses, or to 
the believer today, are objective as far 
as their existence is concerned. None is 
subjective in this respect, for each code 
exists regardless of any kind of response 
or even lack of response to it. By itself 
each code is good, even though a given 
system may represent a specific revela- 
tion of God’s will for a particular time. 
Therefore, all the codes—including the 
Mosaic Law and the Sermon on the 
Mount—are beneficial to the Christian 
in helping him to see something of the 
mind and will of God. But the fact re- 
mains, each code itself is an entity, and 
remains unchanged by my attitude 
toward it. 

This thought leads to an important 
conclusion. It is this: the existence of a 
code or law cannot be legalism. The 
fact that there are regulations, be it 
those of the Mosaic Law or the law of 
Christ, is not legalism. Law is not legal- 
ism. 


B. Motive 


The second term to think about is mo- 
tive. Under the Mosaic Law the motive 
for correct conduct was stated at the 
institution of that code in these words: 
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the 
earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me 
a kingdom of priests, and an holy na- 
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By Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D. 


Having dealt, in earlier articles in 
the series, with the various kinds of 
law and their scope, Dr. Ryrie, pres- 
ident of Philadelphia College of 
Bible, takes up a greatly misunder- 
stood term, legalism, and tells what 
it is not and what it really is. Next 
week, in his concluding article, he 
will discuss Christian liberty, its 
facets, its limitation, its power, and 
its product. 








tion” (Exod. 19:5, 6a). Simply stated, 
it was this: If you obey, you will be 
blessed. The illustration of that prin- 
ciple in action was the keeping of the 
Sabbath Day, for God commanded that 
the Israelites should work for six days 
and then rest on the seventh. The re- 
ward of rest followed the duty of labor. 
Under the law of Christ, the order has 
been completely reversed. God has 
blessed believers with all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies in Christ 
(Eph. 1:3); therefore, on the basis of 
this blessing, we are expected to walk 
worthy of our calling (Eph. 4:1). Our 
day of blessing coming as it does at the 
first of the week reminds us of this 
principle; and because we are blessed 
on Sunday, we live to the glory of God 
for the following six days of the week. 
The motive for obeying the law of 
Christ under grace is that we have been 
blessed rather than in order to be 
blessed. “But now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as children of light” (Eph. 
5:8). This is the only proper motive 
for Christians and it cannot be changed 
or reversed. Correct conduct is moti- 
vated today by blessings already re- 
ceived. This is an unalterable order. 
Thus the motive cannot be legalism, 
though a false motive, a human upset- 
ting of God’s order, may be akin to 
legalism. One could say, I will live for 
the Lord in order to be blessed; but 
since we have already been blessed 
with all spiritual blessings, no amount 
of good works can add to that fact. 
Man’s perversion of the true motive then 








When Jesus Dwells Within 
By Jessie Wilmore Murton 


ERE is a peace earth cannot give, 
A peace so deep, so calm, so wide 
That it defies life’s fiercest gale, 
The sorest hurt that may betide. . 


This peace cannot be bought with price, 
Nor offered in a worldly mart; 

It is the gift of love divine 
When Jesus dwells within the heart. 


There is no wound it cannot heal, 
No cloud it cannot rend apart; 
And it abides forevermore 
While Jesus dwells within the heart. 


may be closely related to legalism; but 
since there is only one true motive, then 
technically the motive cannot be legal- 
ism. 


C. PowER 

God always gives power to His people 
to obey His commands. In the pre- 
ceding article it was pointed out that 
many times in the Old Testament it is 
recorded that the Spirit of God came 
upon and dwelt in people. Today, God 
has promised to all believers the per- 
manent indwelling of His Spirit. A be- 
liever may choose to use, abuse, or 
disuse that power, but the fact of His 
presence is an unalterable arrangement 
of God. No believer today can become 
disindwelt, for the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in each and all believers is 
a relationship that is of God’s arranging. 
Thus legalism is not the same as the 
power. However, it is true that not us- 
ing the power of the Spirit may be in- 
volved in legalistic living (as in Gal. 3: 
3), but legalism itself is not merely dis- 
use of this power. 


D. LEGALISM 


The concept of code concerns what is 
involved; the motive concerns why; the 
power, how. Legalism is an attitude. 
Although it involves code, motive, and 
power, it is basically an _ attitude. 
Whereas code, motive, and power exist 
objectively, an attitude is entirely sub- 
jective. A legalistic attitude is, of 
course, directed toward a given code. 
Its motivation is wrong, and its power is 
not that of the Spirit. Although legal- 
ism is related to these other ideas, still 
it is primarily an attitude. Legalism 
may be defined as “a fleshly attitude 
that conforms to a code for the purpose 
of exalting self.” The code is whatever 
objective standard is applicable to the 
time; the motive is to exalt self and 
gain merit rather than to glorify God 
because of what he has done; and the 
power is the flesh, not the Holy Spirit. 
Legalism may produce outward results 
very similar to true sanctification, for a 
legalist is not a nonconformist to the 
code under which he is living. How- 
ever, such outward results are at best 
only counterfeits, and can never even 
approximate genuine sanctification, as 
long as the attitude is legalistic. 


E. PROOF 

Let us test the above definition in 
several ways. First, let us test it on a 
man under the Mosaic Law. Regardless 
of spiritual condition or ambition, all 
men under the Law had to do certain 
things in order to maintain their proper 
relationship to the theocratic common- 
wealth of Israel. The legalist said, “I 
have to do what I am required to do, 
and so I will do it to exalt myself.” It 
is the conduct resulting from this kind 
of attitude which Isaiah so severely 
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“Law, Legalism, and 
Liberty” 
Supplementary Reading 


“The Law of Liberty in the Spir- 
itual Life,” by Evan H. Hopkins, an 
American reprint by The Sunday 
School Times Co., is regarded by 
many as a classic of holy living 
and the deeper spiritual life. The 
late Mr. Fred Mitchell, of the 
English Keswick Convention and 
China Inland Mission, states in the 
preface that “it has been rightly 
regarded as the textbook of the 
Keswick Convention.” 

In this one-hundred-twenty- 
eight-page book, Mr. Hopkins dis- 
cusses sin, release from God’s 
condemnation, nature of the Chris- 
tian life, liberty, sanctification, 
conformity to Christ, spiritual 
power, watchfulness, conflict of the 
two natures, and the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Readers who have been follow- 
ing Dr. Ryrie’s series on Law, 
Legalism, and Liberty will find 
“The Law of Liberty in the Spir- 
itual Life” a rewarding supple- 
ment. Hard-bound copies may be 
purchased at $1.50 each from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 
North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 
D>, Pa. 











condemns (Isa. 1:11-15). It was not the 
existence of the requirements of the 
Law that produced legalism, but legalism 
was that fleshly attitude that conformed 
to those requirements in order to glorify 
self and attain self-righteousness. On the 
other hand, the Israelite who was led 
and motivated by God to bring his sac- 
rifices and offerings, in order to glorify 
Him who had commanded it, was ex- 
hibiting a right attitude. 

It cannot be emphasized too strongly 
that having to do something is not 
legalism, but the wrong attitude is. In 
the example above both Israelites had 
to bring sacrifices; otherwise they would 
have suffered certain penalties. It was 
the attitude toward doing what they 
had to do that determined whether or 
not their action was legalistic. To use a 
non-Biblical illustration, an athlete has 
to keep training rules. Most athletes 
are glad to keep rules, rigid as they 
may be, for the sheer love of the sport. 
A few conform in order to make the 
team and to glorify, or show off, self. 
The former attitude is love and the lat- 
ter is legalism, but both attitudes have 
to do with the same rigid code and both 
result in conformity. Having to con- 
form to a law is not in itself legalism. 

Let us test the definition on men un- 
der grace. It was pointed out that the 
teachings of grace may be grouped into 
four categories. We shall try the def- 
inition on an example from each cate- 
gory. 

One of the positive commands of 
grace is, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6: 
2). One of the ways in which this may 
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be done is to obey another positive com- 
mand, “Pray for one another” (Jas. 5: 
16). The code requires that we bear 
one another’s burdens by prayer. If I 
am to meet this standard of the law of 
Christ I have to do this. My motive 
ought to be that I want to do what I 
have to do because God has been so 
good to me, and the power by which I 
pray effectively is the power of the 
Spirit. My attitude should be that I 
can scarcely wait to pray for others in 
order that God will be glorified in their 
lives. But my attitude might be that I 
will pray for them grudgingly, and 
should any favorable change take place 
in their lives it will be to my credit and 
glory—this is legalism. Or, if you have 
a prayer list, you can be legalistic about 
that, if, when you are through praying, 
you rise from your knees and entertain 
the thought, even the fleeting thought, 
that you are something because you 
prayed through a long list of names. 
The attitude toward good things, prayer 
and a prayer list, has made your prayer 
time a legalistic self-glorification ener- 
gized by the flesh. Do not misunder- 
stand. Regularity is not legalism, and 
spontaneity is not liberty. But the 
wrong attitude toward regular or ir- 
regular times of prayer is legalism. 

One of the negative commands of 
grace is “Lie not one to another” (Col. 
3:9). This is a requirement of God’s 
law today. <A legalist refrains from 
lying so that he may be able to boast 
in the fact that he does not lie. To lie 
is wrong under any circumstance; but to 
refrain from it to exalt self is legalism. 

The third category contains those 
things that must be governed by prin- 
ciples. One such principle is not to put 
a stumbling stone in the path of a 
brother (1 Cor. 8:13). Some Chris- 
tians, using this principle, do not at- 
tend certain theatrical productions. If 


nonattendance is practiced in order to 
help others not to stumble, and with the 
sincere motive of glorifying God, then 


that is a right attitude. If, however, 
nonattendance is practiced in order to 
exalt the piety of the one who does not 
go to such affairs, then this is legalism. 
However, the opposite course of action 
may also be legalism. Another Chris- 
tian may attend in order to prove to all 
the world that he has liberty, and he is 
zealous in letting everybody know that 
fact. Even granting for the sake of ar- 
gument that it is perfectly all right for 
him to go, his going and exalting his 
self-righteous liberty is legalism. He 
does not go because led of the Spirit 
and in order to glorify God; therefore, 
his attendance has become legalistic. 


The fourth category includes those 
things that are not specified and con- 
cerning which the leaders of the church 
must make rules. Leaders are held re- 
sponsible under God for making correct 
judgments; and those who are being led 
are responsible to obey. If one obeys in 
order to show how good he is, then that 
is legalism. Even obedience in order to 
get along is legalism. If one obeys, 
even though he may not agree or un- 
derstand, in order to ohey God and 
thus to glorify Him, then that is not 
legalism. 


Thus the definition works in all these 
examples. Legalism is that fleshly atti- 
tude that conforms to a code in order to 
glorify self. It is not the code itself. 
Neither is it participation or nonpartic- 
ipation. It is the attitude with which 
we approach the standards of the code 
and ultimately the God who authored 
it. May the Spirit empower us to live 
with an eye single to the glory of God 
as we seek to obey the law of Christ 
in this changing and complex day. 


(To be continued) 


The Value of the Shorter Catechism 


A source of inspiration throughout life 


HE use of the Catechism has been 

in some measure relinquished in fa- 
vor of other methods of Sunday school 
instruction. The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism is of special value in its clear 
explanation of the precepts of our faith, 
and the results obtained by this method 
of instruction deserve our serious con- 
sideration. 

The word catechism came into use in 
the first two centuries after the death 
of Christ. When Christianity was strug- 
gling for its existence, persons undergo- 
ing instruction in its principles were 
taught by a question and answer 
method. 

Just when the first catechisms were 
used is not known. The first compila- 
tion, however, seems to have been made 
in the eighth and ninth centuries. 
Catechisms have served as one of the 
formal means of instruction in the 
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truths and duties of Christianity. 

We hear of their use in the early pe- 
riod of the Reformation, when the Re- 
formers availed themselves of _ this 
method of teaching. Martin Luther pub- 
lished his Larger and Smaller Catechisms 
in 1529, and they were accepted as 
standards of the Lutheran Church. 
The Swiss Reformers published a num- 
ber of them. The Geneva catechisms, 
both Larger and Smaller, were published 
in 1536, the work of John Calvin. They 
were used in many of the Reformed 
churches. 

These catechisms are mostly of his- 
toric interest. There have been many 
more since the days of the Reforma- 
tion, both Protestant and Roman Catho- 
lic, designed to cover different subjects 
and serve particular purposes, Some 
were prepared to meet the need of 
very young children. 
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The Larger and Shorter Catechisms, 
as well as the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, are standards of the Presby- 
terian churches of the United States 
and the United Kingdom as well. The 
Shorter Catechism was designed for 
those who were not advanced in reli- 
gious studies and had less capacity for 
learning. The Larger Catechism was for 
those who were studying more detail, 
and had shown some proficiency in 
knowledge of the Christian faith. Both 
catechisms were sanctioned by the 
Church of Scotland in 1648. The Shorter 
Catechism has been far more generally 
used than the Larger. The latter is mi- 
nute in its statements and too great a 
burden to the memory to be learned by 
heart. Even the Shorter Catechism is 
difficult for very young children, and we 
now have what is called the Child’s 
Catechism. 

The Shorter Catechism was adopted 
by the General Synod of New York and 
Philadelphia in 1788. It was authorized 
by the General Assembly of The Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States in 
1894. Its influence has been, and still is, 
great wherever Presbyterianism has 
prevailed. 

It is a psychological fact that con- 
stant repetition of statements results in 
impressing the facts indelibly upon the 
mind. It seems that even the third time 
the idea is presented it makes a much 
more lasting impression than either the 
first or the second time. The question 
and answer method of instruction has 
certainly proved to be an effective one. 
Facts learned in this manner remain 
with us even after the passing of many 
long years. 

Children look forward to completing 


a perfect recital of the Catechism and 
gaining public recognition for the feat. 
Many Sunday school pupils have earned 
both Bibles and Testaments for reciting 
it perfectly. 

Personal experience justifies the state- 
ment that once the Catechism has been 
thoroughly learned the possession of its 
truth will always be a great satisfaction. 
These facts will be remembered 
throughout a lifetime, especially if they 
are learned in the adolescent period. 
The definition of God, sin, and predes- 
tination; the explanation of the premises 
of the Lord’s Prayer, and the meaning 
of the Ten Commandments, are out- 
standing examples of the important in- 
formation that the Shorter Catechism 
contains. A knowledge of these things 
will strengthen the desire to pursue re- 
ligious studies still further, and will al- 
ways be a background for the defense of 
the faith. 

These facts should be heeded by all 
teachers who read THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. Teachers should seek to have 
the Catechism occupy a prominent place 
in Sunday school work. 

In summary we have these facts: 
some Presbyterian Sunday schools have 
definitely become lax in the use of the 
Shorter Catechism. This is regrettable, 
since this little book explains succinctly 
and clearly the Christian belief. The 
method of reward for achievement 
brings definite results. The learning 
process is one that impresses the facts 
indelibly upon the youthful mind. It 
has helped many in adult life who have 
learned it in their youth, and it has in- 
spired many to pursue still further a 
study of Christian truth. 


COLONIAL HEIGHTS, VA. 


Sunday Schools Combat “Summertime-itis’’ 


Summer need not be wasted time 


r. THE summer many Sunday 
schools experience a lack of interest 
and a corresponding drop in attend- 
ance. Here are some of the ways Sun- 
day schools are attempting to stem this 
undesirable torrid-month tendency! 

One Sunday school asks that all stu- 
dents who are spending a part of their 
vacation away from home fill out a 
card giving date of departure, when 
they expect to return, and some address 
along the way where mail might reach 
them. These cards are kept in a very 
Special file. 

All Sunday school members, young 
and old alike, are asked to write one 
letter while on their vacation, ad- 
dressed to their instructor, telling of 
their experiences and observations, en- 
Closing several postcards if at all possi- 
ble. Letters and postcards are then 
posted on a Sunday school bulletin board 
for all to read, thus allowing the entire 
Sunday school membership to share in 
each other’s vacation-time jaunts. 

Moreover, every Sunday school mem- 
ber is asked to visit one Sunday school 
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in some city or locality while on vaca- 
tion, to observe and report about it 
upon their return home. This enables 
instructors to learn a little about how 
other Sunday school classes function, 
and keeps Sunday school members who 
are on vacation from forgetting Sunday 
school and its very existence. 

Young children who attend camp dur- 
ing the summertime are asked also to 
write to their Sunday school teachers, 
advising them of their progress. These 
letters from youthful campers are also 
posted on the bulletin board. 

Every young camper is provided be- 
fore his or her departure with a pocket- 
sized New Testament for reference 
during the camping stay, thus keeping 
the young member somewhat in tune 
with his or her Sunday school. 

One Sunday school realizes that chil- 
dren have much spare time on their 
hands during the summertime. For that 
very valid reason it arranges to prepare 
sunshine boxes at periodic intervals 
during June, July, and August. Every 
youngster is asked to make something 


for each month’s sunshine box. It may 
be a specimen of art needlework, or 
leather or copper tooling, something cre- 
ated in the home workshop, or items 
from a stamp collection in an album 
that can be placed in the sunshine box. 
Every contribution, in effect, represents 
a little highly personalized effort on the 
part of the young student. These sun- 
shine boxes are sent overseas or to na- 
tional missions, and young Sunday 
school members have the pleasure of 
realizing that their handicraft is help- 
ing to serve Christ very effectively, in- 
deed. 

Another Sunday school asks every 
member, regardless of age, to bring a 
visitor to class at least once every 
month of the summer. Many members 
who come visiting like what they see 
and decide to become permanent Sun- 
day school members. The result is an 
enlarged, rather than decreasing, mem- 
bership during the summer vacation 
period! 

BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 
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Commentary on the Epistles to the 
Thessalonians. By Charles John Elli- 
cott. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.50.) Working from 
the Greek text of the two Thessalonian 
epistles, printed in full in these pages, 
Dr. Ellicott has presented clear, schol- 
arly comments, with emphasis on 
critical and grammatical points. The 
analysis is close, the exposition exact. 
There is frequent reference to manu- 
script sources and to the works of other 
scholars ancient and modern (up to the 
nineteenth’ century). It is a book for 
other than the novice in Bible study, 
and should be available in the li- 
braries of Bible institutes and colleges 
and theological seminaries for research 
purposes. The volume at hand repre- 
sents a reprint edition of the second 
edition, which was published in 1861. 
Dr. Ellicott was one of the evangelical 
theological giants of the nineteenth cen- 


tury, and his work is deservedly 
included in Zondervan’s “Classic 
Commentary Library” series. 


A Treasury of Books for Bible Study. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Natick, Mass., $3.95.) Dr. Smith’s knowl- 
edge of English Christian literature is 
like a wide river. Into it flow tribu- 
taries from several centuries all over 
the English-speaking world. Since 1952 
he has been editing in Moody Monthly 
a department called “In the Study,” and 
this book of nearly three hundred pages 
comprises what he considers some of 
the best articles there published. This 
is really an amazing catalogue of books 
on Bible study, with extensive com- 
ments. They are grouped under a va- 


(Continued on page 580) 
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pee 6 
August 7 


International Uniform Lesson 





GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS CHILDREN 


Hosea 11; printed text, verses 1-9 


Golden Text.—Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 


that we should be called the sons of God.—1 John 3:1 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Hos. 11:1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my son out of Egypt. 


2 As they called them, so they went from them: they 
sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images. 


3 I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; 


sume his branches, and devour them, because of their own 
counsels. 

7 And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though 
they called them to the most High, none at all would exalt 
him. 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver 
thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall 
I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my 


but they knew not that I healed them. 


4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: 
and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their 


jaws, and I laid meat unto them. 


syrian shall be his king, because they refused to return. 
6 And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall con- 


repentings are kindled together. 


9 I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not 
return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the 


Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the 
5 He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the As- city. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 





Approach to the Lesson 


N THESE chapters from our final 

lesson in MHosea’s prophecy God 

bares His very heart. We see Him 
as a loving father who has the painful 
duty of testifying in court against his 
culprit son. Love struggles against 
faithfulness and duty. God’s deep affec- 
tion for the people contends with His 
perfect righteousness. Justice cries, 
Condemn! Love cries, Spare! The di- 
lemma is solved in the decision to tem- 
per wrath with mercy. Israel would 
suffer severe discipline, but would not 
be destroyed. After the chastening 
they would return and would walk in 
fellowship with Jehovah. 

In all this sorrowful visitation the 
Lord would suffer more than they. In 
fact, He was already suffering acutely, 
even before the captivity of Israel be- 
came a reality. In contrast to the gloat- 
ing tyrants who reigned on heathen 
thrones roundabout, and in contrast to 
the indifference of their imported false 
gods, He really cared! 

He had nourished and brought up 
children, but they had rebelled against 
Him. His deep grief was caused by 
their disobedience. God must now for 
their own good, therefore, wield the 
rod. 

Verse by Verse 

Hosea 11:1.—“When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt.” Although these words are 
quoted and applied to Christ in Matthew 
2:15, in their original application they 
refer to the beginnings of Israel’s na- 
tional life. The Lord recalls the tender 
associations that were enjoyed between 
Himself and Israel at the time of their 
birth when He delivered them out of 
Egypt. The nation was then marked by 
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childlike faith and simplicity. They re- 
sponded obediently to the leadings of 
their God, and He delighted in their sim- 
ple but genuine faith. 


Verse 2.—“As they called them, so they 
went from them: they sacrificed unto 
Baalim, and burned incense to graven 
images.” Who are the “they” who 
called them? Probably the prophets. 
These were the divinely commissioned 
messengers who remonstrated with the 
backsliding people. But the more the 
prophets remonstrated, the more the 
people turned from them. Their down- 
grade movement took them eventually 
right into the arms of the Phoenician 
sun-god, Baal. 

What a startling contrast we have be- 
tween verses 1 and 2! In verse 1 Israel 
is God’s son; in verse 2 he is a wor- 
shiper of Baal! 


Verse 3.—“I taught Ephraim also to go, 
taking them by their arms; but they 
knew not that I healed them.” In this 
tender statement Jehovah likens Him- 
self to an affectionate father who is de- 
lighting over His little child. He taught 
Ephraim to go, or as the A.S.V. trans- 
lates, “to walk.” He took them by their 
arms, and held them up as they tod- 
dled along with childlike delight. At 
that time they did not realize that He, 
God, was their father and their protec- 
tor. In their impotence they were quite 
unconscious of the fact that God’s om- 
nipotence supplied their need. 


Verse 4—“I drew them with cords of a 
man, with bands of love: and I was to 
them as they that take off the yoke on 
their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.” 
The thought of His kindly consideration 
of them continues here, although the 
metaphor changes somewhat. He had 
not driven them, but had drawn them; 
not by harsh compulsion, but with lov- 
ing, constraining human cords. As a 
farmer who cares for the life of his 
beast, He had, as it were, gently lifted 


the yoke from their backs and the 
straps from their jaws lest it gall them 
and interfere with the enjoyment of the 
food that He was laying before them. 
They could probably have eaten it 
without the removal of that yoke, but 
not so comfortably. 

Verse 5.—“He shall not return into the 
land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be 
his king, because they refused to re- 
turn.” They had earlier suffered severe 
chastisement in Egypt, but this time a 
more severe tyrant would oppress them. 
The awful underlying reason for all this 
was their adamant refusal to return to 
the Lord their God. 

Verse 6.—“The sword shall abide on his 
cities . .. and devour them, because of 
their own counsels.” Notice the verbs 
here—“consume” and “devour.” It is a 
dreadful picture of bloody slaughter. 
This was the devastating consequence of 
their stubborn counsels or decisions. 

Verse 7.—“And my people are bent to 
backsliding from me: though they 
called them to the most High, none at 
all would exalt him.” What moving 
pathos on the part of God is seen here. 
His beloved people are determined to 
turn their backs upon Him and to re- 
quite all of His lavish grace with 
haughty disdain. Though the prophets 
had remonstrated again and again with 
them, there was none who would ac- 
knowledge Him as Lord and would give 
Him the place of pre-eminence. 


Verse 8—“How shall I give thee up, 
Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Is- 
rael? ... mine heart is turned within 
me, my repentings are kindled to- 
gether.” This verse makes mention of 
two little-known cities of antiquity, Ad- 
mah, and Zeboim. These were among 
the cities of the plain which were ut- 
terly destroyed in the overthrow 


of Sodom and Gomorrah (see Gen. 
14:8; 19:24, 25). There are very 
few verses in the Old Testament 
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that are more grief filled than this one. 
Here is the very anguish of God Himself 
as He contemplates the awful necessity 
of visiting severe judgment upon the ob- 
ject of His deep love. Would He utterly 
destroy them? How could He do so? 
His heart is stirred with the deepest 
emotion. Actually, this is the One who 
later wept over Jerusalem, and who 
bled for sinners on the cross. 


Verse 9.—“I will not execute the fierce- 
ness of mine anger ... for I am God, 
and not man; the Holy One in the midst 
of thee: and I will not enter into the 
city.” The emphasis here is on the 
word, “fierceness,” and the word, “de- 
stroy.” It is not that Jehovah has 
changed His mind and will spare the 
guilty people. On the contrary, love 
must act in faithfulness, and they must 
be taught the bitter consequences of 
their evil sowing. But He would not 
visit upon them the annihilating judg- 
ment that swept away the wicked cities 
of the plain. This would be wrath 
mingled with mercy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


This whole action is illustrative of 
God’s dealings with His children today. 
His is not the sickly sentimentality that 
often passes currently for love; but His 
is true love that contains the ingredients 
of faithfulness and truth. It always 
deals in faithfulness with its objects. 
Judgment always begins at the house of 
God (1 Pet. 4:17). “Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth” (Heb. 
12:6). He rebukes His children because 
they are His children. A husband will 
approve or disapprove things in his wife 
that he would scarcely notice in another 
woman. The same applies to a mother 
and her family. All this is because of 
the establishment of an intimate rela- 
tionship. 

It is of the utmost importance that we 
clearly distinguish between God’s con- 
demnation of the world, which is future, 
and the Father’s discipline of the family, 
which is present. Jehovah was about to 
deal in discipline with his backslidden 
people at that time; He would burst 
forth in His condemnation against As- 
syria later on. 

And because He was using Assyria as 
the “rod of his anger” in a sovereign 
way, it was certainly no guarantee that 
they would enjoy immunity from His 
judgment later on. 

In the Old Testament there are two 
men who are said to have gone out from 
the presence of the Lord. One was 
Cain and the other was Jonah. Now 
when Cain went out, the Lord let him 
alone. But when Jonah went out the 
Lord did not let him alone. Jonah 
passed through stormy discipline and 
was restored. 


Topics for Development 


The Tender Imagery of Infancy and 
Child Training. As we have noticed, 


verses 1 and 3 picture Jehovah as a 
tender, patient, loving father who is de- 
lighting in the helplessness and inno- 
cence of his little child. He is seen as 
loving him, cuddling him, supporting 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. July 31.—Luxury and Idolatry Ruin 
a Nation. Hosea 8:1-5; 10:1-12; 
13:1-6; 14:1, 4, 9 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. August 14.—Isaiah’s Vision of the 
oly God. Isaiah 6 











him, and teaching the little fellow how 
to walk. 

Trace briefly the New Testament 
teaching as to the new birth, Christian 
growth, food, walk, talk, and develop- 
ment. When born again we become 
God’s little children, and the objects of 
the Father’s tender love. We require the 
“sincere milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2), 
and a little later on the “strong meat” 
that belongs to them who are more ma- 
ture (Heb. 5:14). Notice, too, that John 
refers to God’s family as consisting of 
children, young men, and fathers (1 
John 2:13, 14). He has “called [His] ... 
son out of Egypt” in order that he might 
walk in holy separation, and in fellow- 
ship with God. “O to grace how great 
a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!” 

Another topic that might be devel- 
oped is, The Use of Old Testament 
Scripture in New Testament Quotations. 
You will notice that part of Hosea 11:1 
is quoted in Matthew 2:15 where it is ap- 
plied to the forced flight of the infant 
Jesus into Egypt. As Dr. Scofield points 
out, this passage illustrates the truth 
that prophetic utterances often have a 
latent and deeper meaning than at first 
appears. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. God’s delight in His child (Hos. 11: 
1, 3, 4) 

2. Israel’s departure from the Lord (vv. 
2, 5, 7, 12) 

3. God’s distress and His discipline (vv. 
5, 6-9) 

4. Israel’s devotion and restoration (vv. 
10, 11) 


Practical Applications 


God still calls His son out of Egypt. 
Egypt is the world, and we are com- 
manded not to conform to it. It is still 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
OSEA 11:1 is quoted in the New 
Testament and applied to whom? 

2. When does God say He loved Is- 
rael? 

3. How did the Lord manifest His 
tender care for His own when in their 
early childhood? 

4. What was the response of the Chil- 
dren of Israel to all this? 

5. What lay ahead for them? 

6. The king of what land would af- 
flict them? 

7. What were Admah and Zeboim? 

8. Where does divine discipline be- 
gin? 

9. When will Israel be restored? 

10. How did God suffer in all this? 


(Answers on page 576) 








a Christ-rejecting world, and its awful 
cry uttered at Calvary of “Away with 
him, crucify him” (John 19:15) has 
never been revoked. We must never let 
our lives be governed by its principles 
and molded by its humanistic philoso- 
phy. Love and loyalty for our Lord 
Jesus Christ will take care of this en- 
tire situation. Christian separation is 
primarily unto Him. But is my love and 
loyalty on the wane? 

Israel’s sin was that of base ingrati- 
tude, despite the multiplied kindnesses 
of his God. This is such a common sin 
today. The downgrade of the heathen 
began with unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21), 
and this same sad sin of omission is a 
mark of the close of this age (2 Tim. 
3:2). 

Are we abounding in thanksgiving? 
When we go into a restaurant, do we 
bow our heads and acknowledge God as 
the giver of the food? Do we give our 
money to the Lord’s work out of a sense 
of duty, or out of a sense of deep ap- 
preciation? Do we give in honest pro- 
portion to our income? Has there been 
an increase in our giving since we re- 
ceived that last increase in salary? 


Golden Text 


1 John 3:1—“Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of 
God.” The love that God the Father has 
displayed toward us is not that which 
makes us merely His servants, but, 
rather, His sons. The returning prodigal 
would have been glad to serve as a mere 
slave. That would have perfectly sat- 
isfied him, but it would never have 
satisfied his father! 

Not as servants at God’s gateway, 
But as sons within His home; 


To the love, the joy, the singing; 
To the glory I am come. 


West Patm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“To God Be the Glory” 
“O Happy Day” 
“Softly and Tenderly” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father to whom our sins 
are hateful but our souls precious, we 
thank Thee for Thy patient love that 
waits for sinners to repent and be 
saved. Help us to see how great is our 
sin in continuing to pain Thy love by 
our rebellious ways. Use this lesson to 
show us Thy yearning to have us turn 
to Thee and Thy ways. May all here who 
are astray from Thee repent and return 
to Thee today. Wherever others are 
taking the broad way leading to de- 
struction, awaken them to their sin and 
folly, giving them repentance. Let Thy 
help and comfort go to all sick and tried 
ones, the needy and the lonely. Let 
Thy healing message of the Gospel 
find acceptance among all people and 
Thy kingdom of light and love displace 
the rule of darkness and hate. Guide 
and keep us through a new week and 
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establish us in every good word and 
work, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Today’s Golden 
Text comes from the pen of John the 
apostle and calls us to behold the love 
God bestows on us in the Gospel. It 


GOD toves YOUR Sou 


RETURN TO HIM 














was John, too, who wrote, “God is love.” 
But centuries before John lived and 
before Christ came, Hosea knew that 
God is love. In this lesson he shows the 
heart of God to be most wonderfully 
kind. He pictures God as saying to re- 
bellious Israel, “How shall I give thee 
up ... how shall I make thee as Ad- 
mah?”—a place destroyed with Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Justice called for like 
ruin to fall upon Israel for her pro- 
longed rebellion. But God feels He 
cannot deal so severely with His people. 
“My heart is turned within me,” He 
says: “My compassions are kindled to- 
gether” (Hos. 11:8, A.S.V.). His justice 
insists on sin being punished, but His 
mercy calls for pity toward the way- 
ward. 

The son of an English businessman 
had become a prodigal, disgracing his 
family and finally the father bought the 
son a ticket to Canada, gave him fifty 
pounds telling him not to return till he 
had reformed and, if he failed to do so, 
then to change his name. To Canada 
the youth went and later to New York 
where he soon was penniless. One cold 
night he slipped into a Gospel mission, 
heard a talk on the Prodigal Son that 
touched him and moved him to turn to 
Christ. His conversion proved real, and 
he not only regained his character but 
became a prosperous businessman in the 
new land. His earthly father gave him 
up, but God sought and found him and 
made a new man of him. And God 
could do that because of Calvary. There 
He delivered up His own Son to answer 
for our sins so that He need not give 
up sinners like you and me and that 
prodigal. 


Cateary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt” (Hos. 11:1).—Calling Israel 
out of Egypt was but one facet of the 
Lord’s love toward her. Notice the 
manifold expressions of His great love 
as enumerated here: “I taught Ephraim 
also to go, taking them by their arms; 
...I healed them. I drew them with 
cords of a man, with bands of love: and 
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I was to them as they that take off the 
yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat 
unto them” (vv. 3, 4). 

It is generally conceded that the 
deepest urge of human nature is to love 
and be loved. 

A little girl was making poor progress 
toward recovery, though the ailment 
had been checked and there seemed to 
be no reason why she should not rap- 
idly improve; so the doctor was keenly 
interested in knowing why. The girl 
was very sensitive, easily scared, re- 
sponding quickly to kindness. Perhaps 
she was afraid of the nurse or her un- 
familiar surroundings. The doctor wrote 
a note upon the temperature chart say- 
ing: “This child requires loving every 
four hours!” God does even better than 
that for us. He says, “I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3). 

It is soul-thrilling to learn from Mat- 
thew 2:15 that the Father had His Son 
in mind in connection with the Exodus 
from Egypt. “Matthew wrote by divine 
inspiration when he declared _ that 
Hosea’s words prophetically foretold the 
coming up of God’s Son out of Egypt. 
In wondrous grace He would, as it were, 
begin as His people began, in regard to 
His earthly pilgrimage. So, as a babe 
whose life is sought by Herod, He is 
carried over the route taken by Jacob 
when driven by famine to Egypt and 
from that land whence His people had 
been delivered when oppressed by 
Pharoah, He later returns to Palestine. 
Thus would He be identified with them 
in their wanderings, that they might 
understand how the Holy Spirit spoke 
of Him when He said: ‘In all their af- 
fliction He was afflicted, and the Angel 
of His presence saved them.’ Called 
out of Egypt, He was ever the One in 
whom the Father found delight. In 
this, how blessedly opposite to Israel!” 
(Dr. H. A. Ironside.) 

“I was to them as they that take off 
the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat 
unto them” (Hos. 11:4).—As a Father, 
He delivered them from bondage. As a 
Mother, He taught them to walk. As a 
Physician, He healed them. As a Hus- 
band, He drew them with cords of a 
man; and here He is seen as a consider- 
ate Herdsman, lifting the yoke and 
freeing their jaws and setting prov- 
ender before them. 


“.. . the Assyrian shall be his king, 
because they refused to return” (Hos. 
11:5).—Despite all the tender love the 
Lord lavished upon His people, they re- 
fused to forsake their idols and return 
to Him. 

Some had evidently returned to 
Egypt, and others were entertaining the 
thought of going; and still others were 
wanting help from Egypt against the 
Assyrians. 

Since Israel would not return to God, 
the Assyrian, whom they dreaded, 
would be their king; and they would 
not be permitted to escape to Egypt. 

Had the bent of their lives been to 
please God, peace and prosperity would 
have been their enjoyed portion. But 
since they were bent on backsliding 
from Him, bondage and the sword 


would be their lot. Their shame would 
be due to their own counsels. 


So it is today: “The backslider in 
heart shall be filled with his own ways” 
(Prov. 14:14). A general had a horse of 
which he was very fond and proud. 
One day it ran away with him and he 
was unable to check it. On and on it 
rushed toward an awful precipice. 
Twenty yards from the brink he drew 
his sword and slew the horse and saved 
his life. The backslider should slay the 
thing that is heading him toward spir- 
itual disaster. 

A preacher called upon a Christian 
who had been neglecting the week- 
night services. He went to the fireplace, 
and with the tongs removed a live coal 
and placed it on the hearth by itself. 
He watched it as it changed from the 
red glow to a cold, black mass. The 
other carefully observed, and said, “You 
need not say a word, I’ll be there Wed- 
nesday evening.” 

“How shall I give thee up, Ephraim 

. ?” (Hos. 11:8.)—They deserved be- 
ing given up, and being made like 
Admah and Zeboim—cities of the plain 
that were destroyed when Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed. 

He said: “My heart is turned within 
me, my compassions are kindled to- 
gether” (A.S.V.). So three times over 
He says, “I will not.” Discipline them, 
He would; but give them up, He would 
not. He was married to these back- 
sliders (Jer. 3:14). 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one thing you 

don’t want to fail to learn about our 
Heavenly Father. It is His marvelous 
grace toward us sinners. Hosea is giv- 
ing us a good example of it in this les- 
son today. The shortest definition I 
know of the word “grace” is in these 
two words: unmerited favor. Israel did 
not deserve any good thing at the hand 
of God. Israel had sinned—and sinned 
grievously. Time and time again Israel 
had outrageously broken God’s laws; 
had gone body and soul over to idol- 
atry. Yet the Prophet Hosea brought 
God’s message of love and promised 
forgiveness if Israel would repent and 
return unto Him. It is much like the 
story of the Prodigal Son, which Jesus 
told, showing an earthly father’s for- 
giving love. The same loving Heavenly 
Father who was ready to forgive and 
restore Israel shows His grace to us to- 
day. In spite of the fact we have re- 
peatedly broken His Commandments He 
is ready to forgive us; He longs to for- 
give us when we repent and confess 
our sins. He reaches out to us and 
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woos us with a tenderness and a love 
that is beyond our understanding. 

I heard a story in Mississippi that I 
want to tell you. A farmer who usu- 
ally took his cotton to town to sell had 
loaded the wagon with four bales pre- 
paratory to leaving for the market with 
it early next morning. In the night he 
was taken ill, so that he could not go. 
He called his sixteen-year-old son and 
told him that he would entrust him 
with the business of taking the cotton 
to market, giving him careful instruc- 
tions how to try all the brokers, sell at 
the highest price obtainable, buy the 
groceries and other supplies, deposit the 
balance of the money in the bank, and 
return home by nightfall. 

The boy was thrilled at being en- 
trusted with so important a responsi- 
bility. He had never done this before, 
and as he drove the mules over the five- 
mile road to town he felt very happy 
and grateful that his father was willing 
to trust him in this way. 

He sold the cotton for a little over 
$400, which was paid him mostly in $20 
bills. ‘Then he proceeded to buy the 
groceries, which amounted to about $25. 
That left $390 to deposit in the bank to 
his father’s credit. This boy had been 
wishing for the past year that he might 
go to a prep school in a distant city; 
his chum was going there, and he had 
asked his father to let him enter that 
school, too; but Dad told him he could 
not afford it that year, maybe later. It 
was a strange coincidence that $390 was 
just the amount which had been figured 
as the cost for the first and second 
semesters. 

The boy had not noticed that a sharp- 
eyed, well-dressed young man had been 
following him ever since at the first 
store he made a purchase and had un- 
wisely displayed his roll of $20 bills. 
As he started for the bank this good- 
looking young fellow sidled up to him 
and told him if he had $20 he could 
show him where he could make $100 
with it very quickly and very easily. 
The boy told him he didn’t have $20 of 
his own, that the money in his pocket 
belonged to his father. The sharp told 
him that that would be all right; when 
he made the $100 he could put his fa- 
ther’s $20 back and have $80 left for his 
own. Besides, he said, he had seen a 
fellow start with $20 that very morning 
and in a few moments had won $400 
with it. There was that $390 thought 
again; wouldn’t it be wonderful if he 
could get it! He would just borrow 
$20 from his father’s money, and pay 
it right back. The trick worked. He 
followed the sharp to the game around 
the corner. His $20 won him $60 on 
the first throw; then $40 more. Then 
he yielded to the suggestion to try $100 
while “his luck was good.” He did, 
and lost; but he still had $20 of his 
own. Besides, he said, he had seen a 
his “luck was back again,” try $200 
and make a big sweep. He lost. Now 
he had gone $130 into his father’s cash. 
He grew desperate and tried another 
$100—and lost again. The sharpers had 
“fed” him at the first to make him play 
heavy, and the result was that he lost 
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He tried to borrow in 
They just 


the last dollar. 
order to play and recover. 
laughed at him. 

He staggered out of the place, numb 
with despair. What could he do? 
When he thought of facing his father 
he was terror-stricken. He wandered 
aimlessly around until night, trying to 
decide what to do. He found himself 
down by the railroad yards where a 
freight train was slowly pulling out for 
the North. Desperate, he jumped into 
an open boxcar on its way to Memphis 
—he would go to the ends of the earth 
rather than face his father. 

At sundown his father began to look 
down the road through the window. 
Night came on, supper and bedtime, 
and the boy had not returned. His fa- 
ther, fearing foul play or some accident, 
got up, dressed, hitched his horse to the 
buggy, and went to town in search of 
his boy. He found mules and wagon 
and groceries, but no boy. Police were 
notified and joined in the search. They 
traced him to the gamblers’ den, and 
out again. About 2 am. they found a 
man who had seen the boy get in the 
boxcar on the Memphis-bound freight. 
The father boarded a northbound pas- 
senger train at 4 am. At Memphis the 
police were employed again. For two 
days they searched, going through the 
usual haunts of “down and outs.” De- 
scribing the boy and the clothes he 
wore, they learned he had gone to St. 
Louis a few hours before. The father 
followed there. He spent several days 
in St. Louis and there traced the boy 
to a train bound for Denver. In Denver 
the distressed father spent a whole 
week, but finally picked up the trail 
which led to San Francisco. 

It seemed that at each place, by that 
strange “grapevine” communication 
used by the underworld, the boy was 
informed of his father’s following on 
his trail, and, terrified, he would break 
for some other place, if haply he might 
escape the pursuing wrath. At San 
Francisco the father, following the usual 
method which had helped in other 
places, sought the haunts of the hobos 
and other unfortunates. After some 
days he found a clue; the boy had been 
seen the day before. 

Next day the father was within an 
hour of the fugitive; then he found one 
who had seen him just a few moments 
before making his way down to the 
docks near the bay. A man said he saw 
somebody crawling under one of the 
warehouses connected with a pier. It 
was dark under there, but the father 
got a flashlight and made his way 
through the mud and slime to where 
the floor of the warehouse came close 
to the ground, and flashing his light 
here and there, soon he discovered the 
crouching form of the boy away back 
as far as he could get. 

Then the father cried out: “Oh, my 
darling boy! don’t be afraid. I’m not 
blaming you for anything; I just want 
you back home, and Mother wants you. 
That is why I have followed you all 
these days and nights. Come now and 
let’s go back home and start all over 
again, for I love you, my boy, and I 














gladly forgive you!” The boy, realizing 
that his father was not following him 
to punish him, crawled out of the hole 
and flung his poor, tired, dirty body 
into that father’s waiting arms. 

That is something like the way God 
seeks lost sinners, fellows! 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will read Hebrews 1:1-3, 

and then we will read Hosea 12:10. 
Here Hosea, by inspiration, states that it 
was by multiplied visions and object 
lessons that God spoke “in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets.” 

Hosea 12:13 makes us realize how tre- 
mendously important the ministry of 
the prophets was to the nation of Israel. 
But Israel’s supreme hour came when 
God spoke to them by His Son. 

The Prophet Hosea loved and yearned 
over a woman who was not worthy of 
his love, and this at the Lord’s com- 
mand. But this painful experience made 
him a fit instrument for the Holy Spirit 
to use to.reveal something of the Lord’s 
yearning love for Israel, in spite of the 
fact that Israel was utterly unworthy 
of His love. 

Seeing God’s changeless love for Israel 
helps us to understand His wonderful 
love for us. We are just as unworthy 
as they, yet He has the same unchang- 
ing love for us that we will see in 
Hosea 11. 

As we read Hosea 11:1-4, let us list 
on the blackboard the things God had 
done in the past for the Israelites: 
(1) Loved them, (2) Called them, (3) 
Taught them, (4) Healed them, (5) 
Drawn them to Himself, (6) Freed 
them, (7) Fed them. How wonderfully 
He had proved His love for them! Let 
us read that list again, this time think- 
ing of ourselves. How many of these 
things has God done for us? (All of 
them.) Right. From what has He freed 
us? (From sin. From Satan. From hell.) 
All blessedly true! 

Now read Hosea 11:5-8. In spite of 
Israel’s sins they were not to be sent 
back to Egypt. Neither can a Christian 
ever return to his unregenerate state. 
But Israel was to be chastened. The 
people were to be carried captive to As- 
syria. God chastens us for our disobe- 
dience, too. God chastens Christians for 
their good, as He did it then for Israel’s 
good. God had sent Israel messages by 
different prophets, but the nation did 
not heed them. Instead of thanking 
the Lord for the great blessings He gave 
them, they actually attributed these to 
their idols! God had sent national trou- 
bles, such as a plague of locusts, and an 
earthquake, but these did not make Is- 
rael repent. Now the nation was to be 
taken away from their land, and made 
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We Are Looking for Original Ideas. Do you know of an 
unusual or effective way in which churches or Sunday schools 
can promote the spiritual interests of their communities 
and/or the churches’ financial interests? We are an old- 
established (30 years) concern now specializing in the de- 
sign and production of religious games and church supplies. 
If you have an original idea that could be used by us, let 
us hear from you, and if we use it to advantage, you will 
be suitably rewarded. Goodenough & Woglom of N. J. (Di- 
vision of Pengad Companies), Pengad Bidg., Bayonne, N. J. 








An inquiry into 
“eternal security” 


LIFE IN 
THE SON 


by Rosert SHANK 


A discerning study of the popular doc- 
trine of “eternal security” and the proof 
passages and arguments on which it 
rests, by a Baptist pastor whose ex- 
haustive study of the Scriptures, under- 
taken to defend the doctrine, led him 
instead to reject it. Scholarly, but pleas- 
antly readable and deeply devotional. 
Nineteen chapters, each a sermon. 


~ Wm. W. Adams, Southern Baptist Semi- 
: . time may prove it to be one 
the most important books ever written.’ 

Dr. Ralph Earle, Nazarene Theological Semi- 

nary: “Overwhelming! No one who cares 
what the Bible teaches can afford to ignoré 
this epochal work.” 

Dr. Ralph E. Knudsen, Berkeley Baptist 
Divinity School: “‘...a book that must be 
reckoned with honestly and realistically.” 

Dr. Ernest S. Williams, Gen. Supt. (Ret.) 
Assemblies of God -deals with the 

uestion of security as no. ‘other book. Every 
hristian should read it.’ 


Something new and important on the 
long-debated question of security! 


400 pages $4.95 


At your bookstore, or 


WESTCOTT PUBLISHERS 
Box 803 e Springfield, Missouri 




















to serve a foreign power in a foreign 
country. 

Read verse 7 again. Oh, I hope none 
of us are backsliding from God! It 
grieves His heart, and gets us into trou- 
ble. 

Now read verses 8, 9. How these 
words reveal the heart of God! He had 
done all He could to bring Israel back to 
Himself, but they would not repent. 
Now the nation had to be punished. 
But notice how much the Lord disliked 
to do this. God delights to bless. He 
does not like to punish. In Isaiah 28:21, 
punishment is called God’s “strange 
work.” But although He hates to pun- 
ish, God does punish people when it is 
right to do so. In the last verse of 
Hosea we read, “The ways of the Lord 
are right.” 
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But although He was going to chasten 
Israel, He still loved them and promised 
to bring them back to their own land. 
In your lifetime and mine God is keep- 
ing this promise. The Jews are return- 
ing to Palestine by the thousands. 
Read Hosea 14:4. What a lovely prom- 
ise this is! Although they had wan- 
dered so far from the Lord, still He 
would receive them back and love them 
freely! 

Some time ago I heard a preacher tell 
this story: A young man had run away 
from home, and had done many wrong 
things. Later he thought longingly of 
his mother and his home. He was sorry 
for his sins, and wished to return home, 
but he realized that his running away 
had greatly grieved his mother. Would 
she be willing for him to return home? 
He could not bear to go back, only to 
be ordered off the place. So he wrote 
his mother, confessing his sins and ask- 
ing forgiveness. On a certain day, he 
would be on the train that passed her 
home. If his mother was willing for 
him to come home, would she hang a 
sheet on the line to indicate this? 

As his train approached the house 
that day, he was anxiously wondering, 
“Will there be a sheet on the line?” 
Suddenly the train was passing his old 
home, guess what he saw! The whole 
line was full of sheets! His eyes filled 
with tears, as he realized that this 
meant, not only that he could come 
back, but that he was welcome. 

That mother’s love is a faint picture 
of God’s heart. But His love is greater 
than that of any earthly parent. He 
welcomes everyone who turns to Him 
in repentance! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 573) 


1. It was applied to the infant Jesus. 

2. When Israel was a child He loved 
her. 

3. He taught them to walk, and He 
fed them. 

4. They turned away from the Lord 
to serve idols. 

5. Inevitable judgment lay ahead. 

6. The king of Assyria would afflict 
them. 

7. These are two cities that were de- 
stroyed when Sodom and Gomorrah 
were overthrown. 

8. Discipline begins with the people 
of God. 

9. They will be restored when they 
repent and turn to Jehovah. 

10. He suffered because of His great 
affection for them. 
West Patm BEAcH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sund School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
~~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

iozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
An Impulse of Love.—Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God (1 John 3:1, 
Golden Text). Christ’s sacrifice was 
prompted by a love that could give no 
reason except love. When Mr. Glad- 
stone announced in the House of Com- 
mons the death of Princess Alice, he 
added a story that has in it the deepest 
eloquence. Her little child was ill with 
diphtheria, and the mother was forbid- 
den by the physician to kiss it because 
of the almost certain danger of con- 
tracting the disease from its breath. In 
one of the child’s paroxysms of delirium 
the mother was so distressed that she 
took the little one in her arms and 
soothed it gently into quietness until 
reason returned. Then the little face 
looked up with a smile and the child 
cried, “Mamma, kiss me.” It was too 
much for the mother’s heart. Without 
stopping to think, she pressed the little 
one to her bosom and kissed the child. 
But it was the kiss of death, and be- 
fore many days had passed, the child 
was well and the mother lay cold and 
pale in her splendid shroud. She had 
given her life with an impulse of love. 
One likes to think that the great true 
heart of Christ loved us just like that. 
He disregarded the cost—just loved and 
died. And therefore the apostle de- 
clares that all who know Him and love 
Him, owe Him a love as intense and a 
sacrifice as complete. “He died for all, 
that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him 
which died for them, and rose again.”— 
From A. B. Simpson in the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, An- 
des, N. Y. 


Not for Money.—When Israel was 4 
child, then I loved him, and called my 
son out of Egypt (Hos. 11:1). A news- 
paper columnist who visited India tells 
of a missionary working alone with a 
few native helpers, maintaining an asy- 
lum for lepers. As he watched her, 
with her skill and love and tender com- 
passion, he said, “I wouldn’t wash_ the 
wounds of these lepers for a miilion 
dollars.” And with a patient love that 
was filled with the spirit of Christ, she 
said, “Sir, neither would I.”—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Little Christian’s Witness.—They 
sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned in- 
cense to graven images (Hos. 11:2). 
“Mother, I cannot worship the idols 
with you tomorrow, so I will eat fish.” 
These words were spoken by a six-year- 
old Christian Chinese girl to her mother 
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in the City of Aberdeen on Hong Kong 
Island. Tomorrow would be a major 
idol day when her family would make 
the trek up the mountainside to the 
graves of her ancestors. Paper prayers 
and incense would be burned unto the 
idols and their gods. Following the 
ritual, Mother would prepare a special 
meal of chicken and pork, which would 
be such a treat and change from the 
daily diet of fish and rice. Our “little 
Christian” loved chicken and pork so 
much that she became excited just 
thinking about it. Then Mother said, 
“Unless you worship with us, and burn 
incense to the idols tomorrow, you can- 
not have the special meal of chicken 
and pork.” Then our fine little Chris- 
tian said without hesitation, “All right. 
I will eat fish instead.”—From Flash- 
light, The Voice of China and Asia. 
Sent by Elizabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


The Wrong Trail?—I taught Ephraim 
also to go (Hos. 11:3). One day, years 
ago, I was driving along a prairie trail 
in Saskatchewan, Can., in a newly set- 
tled district, when I came to a fork in 
the trail, where one branch ran south- 
east, the other southwest. I knew Wolse- 
ley, my destination, lay south of me, but 
which trail led to it? I asked direction 
from God. At once I was impressed that 
I should take the southeast trail. I did 
so, and soon came to a log house where 
a lady told me I had chosen the wrong 
trail, but could angle across the coun- 
try and join the right one without any 
great loss of time. Then she asked me if 
I were an ordained minister. On re- 
plying “Yes,” she begged me to go into 
her home and baptize a little son, say- 
ing that no ordained minister had been 
in the settlement for months, and she 
earnestly desired to have her baby bap- 
tized. Of course I complied, and the 
mother was delighted, while I went on 
my way glad to have served a lowly 
home. Did I take the wrong trail?— 
From J. H. Burrow. Sent by J. W. 
Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


He Guides Bees and Men—I drew 
them .. . with bands of love (Hos. 11: 
4). Here is a little bee that organizes a 
city, that builds ten thousand cells for 
honey, twelve thousand cells for 
larvae, a holy of holies for the mother 
queen; a little bee that observes the in- 
creasing heat, and when the wax may 
melt and the honey be lost, organizes 
the swarm into squads, puts sentinels at 
the entrances, glues the feet down, and 
then, with flying wings, creates a sys- 
tem of ventilation to cool the honey that 
makes an electric fan seem tawdry—a 
litle honey bee that will include 
twenty square miles in the field over 
whose flowers it has oversight. But if 
a tiny brain in a bee performs such 
wonders, who are you, that you should 
question the guidance of God? Lift up 
your eyes, and behold the hand that 
Supports these stars without pillars, the 
God who guides the planets without col- 
lision—From Beams of Light. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Love Alone.—How shall I give thee up, 
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Ephraim? (Hos. 11:8.) Some _ years 
ago I was lecturing in western Penn- 
sylvania. In one home where I was en- 
tertained was a dear little four-year-old 
whom I delighted to tease. One day 
I asked her, “Are you worth anything?” 
She said, “No.” And I asked, “What’s 
the use of keeping you, then?” The lit- 
tle face grew dark and puzzled while 
she felt for an answer. Then she 
blurted out, “Oh, I tell you why: Mama 
loves me.” And not an angel under the 
broad heavens could have given a bet- 
ter answer. Love, divine love alone, 
makes us worth saving.—From Thomas 
Chalmers in King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


God Never Forsakes.—I will not exe- 
cute the fierceness of mine anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am 
God (Hos. 11:9). A mother lost her 
only child—a little girl. The mother’s 
soul was overwhelmed with gloom and 
grief! In her deep despair, she became 
an animated question mark. “Why, O 
why, did God take from me my darling 
little girl?” she wailingly asked her pas- 
tor. The pastor sat speechless, not 
knowing the answer to the grief-blinded 
mother’s question. Let us not judge 
harshly that sorrowing mother. Let us 
remember that there was another One 
who asked, “My God, why?” Let us find 
comfort in the assuring words of the 
Saviour, “What I do thou knowest not 
now; but thou shalt know hereafter” 
(John 13:7).—Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Love for His Children 
(Hos. 11:1-4) 

AVE the list of sins in Hosea’s time 

put on the blackboard. As each is 
discussed, have a pupil make a check 
mark beside it if it is a sin committed 
in our country, and a second check 
mark if it is committed by children. 
Mention specific incidents, and cite the 
commandment. or principle which has 
been broken. Review the last Memory 
Verse. Then look at the list of punish- 
ments, and the list of God’s promises. 

I do not know that this ever hap- 
pened in Hosea’s family, but it could 
have! One evening Jezreel was playing 
down the street with other boys. His 
father sent his younger sister and 
brother to call him home for supper. 
But instead of coming home, Jezreel 
ran farther and farther down the street, 
then he and the boys played some more 
games. What do you think Father Hosea 
had to do? It was a sad father who 
marched his son back to the house to be 
punished. “Why, it was only a few years 
ago,” Hosea thought, “that I was teach- 
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ing this boy of mine to walk, holding 
his baby arms while he took his first 
unsteady steps. And if he fell, I picked 
him up in my arms, kissed his tears 
away, and carried him. And now he is 
running away from me! How little he 
appreciates all I have done for him 
these years—home, food, clothes, care 
when he was sick! Just as if I had not 
been plowing all day to raise food for 
him to eat!” 

Just before they reached home, Hosea 
and Jezreel met Simeon, the trader, 
leading his loaded donkey, jerking 
crossly on the rope to guide the animal 
to turn onto a side street. Who would 
want to be a donkey and be “steered” 
that way? 

Hosea still had his evening chores to 
do. He had left the oxen which he had 
brought home from plowing, to go see 
about his disobedient son. Now he 
loosened the straps that bound the 
heavy yoke onto their heads and re- 
moved the yoke. What a relief to the 
tired animals! Then Hosea poked hay 
into their feeding trough. Hungrily 
they began to eat. At least the oxen 
appreciated what he did for them! 

That night as Jezreel’s loving but 
stern father lay on his mattress-pad on 
the floor, he thought of God, and how 
God, who must punish sin, was still the 
loving Father. So, with God’s Spirit to 
guide, Hosea’s thoughts and experiences 
were woven into a poem-sermon of God 
speaking to the people of Israel, to the 
tribe of Ephraim: 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

And I called My son out of Egypt. 

The more the prophets call them, 

The more the people went away from them. 

They kept making sacrifices to Baal, 

And burning incense to idols. 

Yet I taught Ephraim how to walk, 

I took them up in My arms. 

I led them with cords fit for men, 

With ropes of love. 

I treated them like those who take off the 

yoke on their necks, 

I reached out, I gave them food. 

(Hos. 11:1-4, freely rendered) 

But the people of Israel would not lis- 
ten to Amos or Hosea. They had to be 
punished, taken far from their homes, 
scattered among the nations! (Explain 
the promise of restoration in 11:10, 11 
under the figure of a lion calling its 
cubs, and the migration of birds.) 

Good readers might read all of Hosea’s 
sermon-poems. All will enjoy the word 
pictures he paints. Somehow he sees a 
sermon in everything! Choose five or 
more of the following word pictures to 
illustrate with drawings. Copy the 
words, too. (1:5, 10a; 2:6; 4:16; 5:12, 14; 
6:3, 4; 7:7, 8b, 9b, 11, 12; 8:1, 7, 8b, 9; 9: 
00; 19:4; 4b, 7, 11-13; 11:1, 3, 10, 11; 12:1: 
13:3, 7, 8; 14:5-8.) 

“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God” (1 
John 3:1, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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If we meet with trouble in the way of 
duty, we may believe it is that God 
may have an opportunity of showing us 
so much the more of His marvelous 
loving-kindness.—Matthew Henry. 


578 (14) 





i 


ee 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU remember what happened 

when you learned to walk? No, 
of course you do not. Perhaps you have 
seen someone else learn to walk. But 
you do not know exactly what hap- 
pened when you yourself learned. You 
may be certain that it is almost always 
the same with everyone. No one walks 
by himself. He has to be helped. 

For many days your mother kept urg- 
ing you to walk. You had crawled for 
a long time. But she was eager for you 
to stand up and go from place to place 
on your two feet. She would hold you 
tightly under your arms while you tried 
to stand. For a long time you did not 
realize that you had to stand with your 
legs straight and your feet flat on the 
floor. Usually you tried to stand on the 
outside edges of your feet. But day 
after day your mother lovingly and pa- 
tiently held you and helped you. And 
finally after many, many trials, you took 
a step all by yourself! Then, plop! 
You landed in a heap on the floor. In 
fact, during those early days of learning 
to walk, you fell more than you walked. 
But that was the way you learned. 
Mothers love to help their children to 
walk. Never do they spank them or 
talk unkindly to them when they are 
teaching them to walk. They urge their 
children kindly and lovingly. 

In the long, long ago, God said of His 
people that He taught them “to walk” 
(Hos. 11:3). The kind of walk that God 
mentioned, however, is not the kind that 
we have been talking about. God 
meant that He taught His people how to 
live. You may often hear grownups 
talking about the Christian walk. Ac- 
tually, they are talking about the Chris- 
tian life. So God spoke in the long ago 
about the way He taught His people to 
live. He took His people by the hand, 
He said, as He taught them to walk 
with Him. 

God reminded His people how lov- 
ingly He had cared for them. He spoke 
again and again of His love in the Bible 
Book called Hosea. (It is called that 
because it was written by the Prophet 
Hosea.) God’s people, Hosea reminded 
them, had not been in their homeland. 
They were down in another country 
(Egypt). But it was time for them to 
come home and enjoy the land that God 
wanted them to have. He did not want 
them to continue being slaves in the 
faraway land. Many of the people of 
God were eager to return home. Far 
too many, I am sorry to say, did not 
want to obey God and get back to their 
homeland. But God loved them. He 
proved His love again and again. He 
did all kinds of marvelous things (mir- 
acles) to prove His love and to help to 
make His people willing to obey Him. 

Finally the people started for home. 


But it was a long, hard trip. And even 
though God lovingly sent them food to 
eat and water to drink, they often com- 
plained and grumbled. But God loved 
them. He cared for them. Again and 
again He speaks of His love (Hos. 11: 
1). Even when His own people whom 
He dearly loved turned their backs on 
Him and worshiped false, make-believe 
gods, still He loved them. He did not 
love their sin. Oh, no! He hates sin, 
Especialiy does He hate the sin of wor- 
shiping make-believe gods. But He 
loves His children. 

He had to punish their sin. Even 
those who did not turn their backs on 
Him had to be punished with the others, 
Many suffer very often just because of 
the sin of one person. So all of God’s 
people were punished because some of 
God’s people turned their backs on 
Him. But He loved them. The Prophet 
Hosea reminded God’s people of all that 
God had done. 

Again and again God spoke to His 
children, using as His mouthpiece, the 
Prophets. He told them not to sin. He 
warned them that sin would be pun- 
ished. He told them of His love. He 
proved His love in many ways. Lov- 
ingly, He taught them to walk in His 
way. And today, just as in the long 
ago, He loves you. He hates your sin— 
especially if you are a Christian. But 
He loves you. I wonder ... do you 
love Him? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 7 


1. The Christian Message in Architecture 
(Exod. 30:1-10) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E LIVE in a world of symbols to- 
day. Strictly speaking, a dollar 
bill is not money, but a symbol of 
money that is in the possession of the 
government that issues the dollar bill. 
A check is not money, but a symbol of 
money that is available in a bank. A 
flag is the symbol of the country that it 
represents, and when you read a news- 
paper or book you do not actually read 
words or thoughts but symbols of those 
words and thoughts. 
4 
The Book of Exodus from which ow 
Scripture lesson for this week’s meeting 
is chosen is devoted in large part to the 
description of the Tabernacle and its fur- 
nishings, and these were all symbolic of 
truths that lay behind the various ap- 
purtenances that are described. Yol 
will find it very interesting and inspit- 
ing to study this symbolism when yol 
have opportunity. Some excellent help 
for such a study are: 
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Simple Studies on the Tabernacle, by 
Pastor D. H. Dolman. (Faithful Words Pub. 
Co., St. Louis 4; $2.50.) 


The Tabernacle, by Dr. M. R. De Haan. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich.; $2.50.) 


Tabernacle Talks for Young People, by 
E. Goreham Clarke. (Loizeaux Bros.; New 
York 10; 50 cents.) 


$8 


However, the emphasis for our young 
people’s prayer meeting for this week is 
not to be upon the Tabernacle, but 
upon the Christian message as seen in 
architecture. We shall find that in many 
of our churches today Christian truths 
are expressed in the construction of the 
building, in the arrangement of facil- 
ities, and in ornamentation. 


ve 


In the early days of the church, Chris- 
tians evidently met in private homes, 
as indicated in Acts 2:46 and Acts 12:12 
and Acts 18:7. Later when Roman per- 
secution forced believers to find secret 
places of worship, such as the catacombs 
at Rome, some of the earliest Christian 
symbols appeared. The drawing of a 
fish symbolized an anagram of Greek 
words concerning Christ the initials of 
which spell “fish,” and the anchor, sig- 
nifying hope, based on Hebrews 6:19, 
“Which hope we have as an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and steadfast,” were 
among these early symbols. 


se 


Still later, after the protection given 
to Christianity under the Emperor Con- 
stantine, Christians began to worship in 
special buildings constructed for the 
purpose, and many new forms of sym- 
bolism were adopted. Some of them, 
unfortunately, were taken over from 
pagan religions by the Roman Church, 
and the widespread use of symbols of 
every sort became popular. Eventually 
the vicious practice of actually venerat- 
ing the symbols appeared. 


se 


Under the Reformation a reaction set 
in, as believers began to recognize the 
danger in the use of symbols, not be- 
cause of any inherent wrong in the sym- 
bols themselves, but because’ the 
weakness of the human heart saw only 
the symbol and failed to see and profit 
by the truth that lay behind it. 

The churches of the Reformation were 
Severely plain and barren, and any 
kind of adornment or symbolism was 
frowned upon. Today some of these ob- 
jections have been softened, and while 
our evangelical churches do not carry 
Symbolism to the extremes that the Ro- 
man Church still uses, they do employ 
in the construction and adornment of 
their churches a goodly measure of 
symbolism. 

4 


Many Christian churches today are 
built on the ground plan of a Latin 
cross, lying east and west with the head 
of the cross, or the sanctuary and chan- 
cel, toward the east so that the wor- 
Shipers face the sunrise, a reminder that 
the Lord Jesus is “the Sun of righteous- 
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ness,” and of the early tradition that 
when He returns He will come in the 
east. The length of the church, rep- 
resenting the long portion of the Latin 
cross, is called the “nave” from a Latin 
word meaning “ship,” as a reminder 
that the church is a ship or ark in 
which believers are journeying through 
life. In this type of church is usually 
found a long, straight, open aisle run- 
ning from the west end of the church to 
the sanctuary with seats on either side. 
This is intended to symbolize that the 
mission of the church is to present an 
open way leading to God. 
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Even many of the simplest and 
plainest church buildings today have a 
table at the front that is used in the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, which 
symbolizes the table around which the 
Lord and His disciples gathered on the 
night before His betrayal and crucifix- 
ion. The trefoil often used in the ma- 
sonry and in the windows of our 
modern churches symbolizes the Trin- 
ity, and the Greek alpha and omega 
letters seen on pulpit Bible markers 
and on the cover of the Communion ta- 
ble point to the Lord Jesus who said, 
“I am Alpha and Omega, the first and 
the last” (Rev. 1:11). You will find it 
worth while to consult with your pas- 
tor and have him explain to you any 
other symbols that are used in and 
about your place of worship. 
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Your meeting should not close without 
some emphasis upon the New Testament 
teaching that the Christian Church is 
really made up of living stones, built up 
into “a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 
2:5). The Lord Jesus Himself is the 
chief corner stone, and the faithful 
preaching of the Word and the consistent 
Christian testimony of the individuals 
in such a spiritual house will be the 
most effective Christian message that 
can be proclaimed. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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“Think of Bob” 
(Continued from page 566) 


my eyes caught sight of a box of Christ- 
mas cards given me by a friend. I 
looked at the cards one by one, and 
there at the bottom of the box, I dis- 
covered Bob Faulk’s testimony, and a 
picture of him lying on the hard board 
bed where he has spent twenty-seven 
years, ever since he was first paralyzed. 
When his testimony was read to me, I 
felt deeply ashamed, for my little suf- 
fering and difficulties could not be com- 
pared with his. 

Ever since then, his triumphant vic- 
tory over suffering and his great minis- 
try for our Saviour. amd Master have 
been a constant source of strength. 
Whenever I begin to complain about my 
hard lot, my spiritual mother reminds 
me, “Think of Bob.” And that makes 
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me quiet and turns my suffering into a 
prayer of childlike trust. 

Lately I received the following news 
from Bob’s frail, 81-year-old mother. 
“Bobby never leaves his bed. His body 
is rigid,.and he has only partial use of 
his left arm. He cannot move his head, 
and has to look at his visitors through a 
mirror, but he is the bravest and most 
valiant soul you ever knew.” I have 
also received other letters describing 
the deep and lasting blessing people 
have received at Bob’s bedside.- He 
never mentions his suffering, nor com- 
plains: he is known as the “Prince-of 
Shut-ins.” 

I have read of many soldiers of the 
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cross, but Bob is the first one I have ac- 
tually known, and his letters, typewrit- 
ten by his one useful hand, are always 
full of radiant messages of Christ’s love. 
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Does the Christian Have a 
Set Time To Die? 


(Continued from page 568) 


loving Saviour and who reminds us that 
not a sparrow falleth without God’s no- 
tice and that every hair of our heads is 
numbered will not let death come to 
any one of His children until it is His 
perfect will. 

Our concern should be that we have 
accepted the Lord Jesus as our personal 
Saviour and that we are trusting in Him, 
moment by moment, and doing His will 
in the realization that “whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord; and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord: whether we 
live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s” 
(Rom. 14:8). 


ve 


What the Bookshelves Show 
(Continued from page 571) 


riety of topics, such as, “Tributes to the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” “Celestial Phenom- 
ena in Biblical Prophecy,” “History of 
Preaching,” “Historical Surveys in the 
Old and New Testaments,” “Flora of the 
Bible,” “Dictionaries of the Bible,” “The 
Temples in Jerusalem,” “New Testament 
Passages on the Holy Spirit.” There are 
a few chapters giving advice based on 
Dr. Smith’s long experience as a pastor 
and Bible teacher. One is a “Letter to 
an Adult Friend Who Is Beginning Seri- 
ous Bible Study”; two others give sug- 
gestions for “The Study of a Given 
Biblical Passage” (there are fourteen 
main points here), and for “Readings 
in the Great Christian Classics.” Per- 
haps the most interesting chapter is the 
sketch of the habits of work, the 
preaching, and writings of Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. This is not a book to be 
read through hurriedly, but is rather a 
valuable reference book for pastors and 
teachers and others who want to study 
the Bible seriously and thoroughly, with 
the use of the best commentaries. 


Wolves in the Night. By Hubert J. 
Dance. (Comet Press, New York 14; 
$2.) Ten-year-old Polly Marshall was 
happy, for it was the first time she was 
allowed to follow all alone the long 
woods trail to visit her nearest friend, 
Jennie Elson, provided, that is, she 
started back in time to reach home be- 
fore dark. But Polly dawdled along the 
way and had one real adventure when 
a big, live Indian waited beside the 
trail. However it was only Te-gach-mo, 
a friendly Delaware. When she arrived 
at her friend’s house, she and Jennie 
found so many things to do together 
that the sun was almost out of sight 
when finally Polly started for home. 
The empty half-way cabin had not been 
reached before wolves were on her trail. 
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How the little girl did confess her sin oi 
disobedience and pray for help! And 
God answered. Not only was Polly de- 
livered but she was able to trap every 
wolf in th? pack in a most unexpected 
manner. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 1 to 7 


Mon.—Hosea 11:1-7. 
God’s Love for the Wayward. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands of 
love.” God is more deeply affected 
by our misbehavior than anyone else. 
Apostasy, considered lightly by most of 
us, is a bitter and evil thing to God. 
Sin pains God at His heart. Aim to 
have a godly sense of its nature, dam- 
age, and deserts. Every sinner who 
perishes in sin has to bypass the. cru- 
cified Saviour. Christ loved you and 
gave Himself for you. Think of the 
Saviour’s love for Israel. “I am the Lord, 
I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). Pray 
for a great turning to the Lord by Is- 
rael. 


Tues.—Hosea 11:8-12. 
God’s Heart Broken. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How shall I give 
thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver 
thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as 
Admah? ... mine heart is turned within 
me, my repentings are kindled together.” 
Weigh well the great fact that “God is 
love.” God prefers to bless and is re- 
luctant to curse men. As the Psalmist 
says: “He hath not dealt with us after 
our sins; nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities. For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him” 
(Psa. 103:10, 11). The Son of God wept 
over sinners, and the Cross unveiled His 
love that passes knowledge. Pray for 
Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Fresno, 
Calif. 


Wed.—Micah 7:18-20. A God of Mercy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He delighteth 


in mercy.” Mercy is one of the great at- 
tributes of God. He delighteth in 
mercy. He pities our weakness and 


misery. He longs to deliver, comfort, 
and bless us. We are not worthy of any 
of them. It is of His mercy that we are 
not consumed. Do not abuse it. Do not 
tempt God to withdraw His merciful 
loving-kindness, for by it “we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: by whom also we have access 
by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. ... And not only so, but we 


also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received 
the atonement” (Rom. 5:1, 2, 11). The 
benefits of His death for the sins of 


Do you 
Pray for 
Conferences, 


the whole world are infinite. 
rejoice in His_ salvation? 
Morning Cheer’ Bible 
Sandy Cove, Md. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 49:13-18. 
The Motherly Love of God. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Can a woman 
forget? . . . yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee.” God uses what 
we know to make us aware of His un- 
known, unlimited love. Who can im- 
part knowledge better than God? One 
who reads the Word constantly becomes 
even wiser than his teachers. “Thou 
through thy commandments hast made 


me wiser than mine enemies... I have 
more understanding than all my 
teachers” (Psa. 119:98, 99). We _ best 


know the great love wherewith God 
loved us from pages of Holy Writ. Live 
in the Word and you will believe God 
more and love Him better. Pray for the 
Firs Bible and Missionary Conference, 
Bellingham, Wash. 


Fri—John 3:16-21. Love Without Limit. 


PRAYER SuacesTiIons: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” God’s gift of His Son 
for our salvation will ever be the won- 
der of all wonders (see Rev. 1:5). If 
we had Paul’s appreciation of God’s 
love in Christ, we would say: “The love 
of Christ passeth knowledge.” 
Worthless creatures, we are stained by 
sin. Yet even while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died that we might be for- 
given, and live with Him in Heaven. 
Pray for Eagle Lake Boy’s Camp, Col- 
orado Springs, Colo. 


Sat.—Romans 5:6-11. 
Love Portrayed by the Cross. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Amazing grace! He who made 
all worlds and all of us and sustains all 
incarnated Himself in our human flesh 
for the atonement—not for our sins 
only, but for the sins of the whole 
world. This ever will be the most 
astonishing kindness of God. Confess 
like Paul that He loved you and gave 
Himself for you. Tell the Lord often of 
your appreciation of His atoning blood 
(1 John 1:7-9). Pray for the Moody 
Week at Winona Lake Conference, Ind. 


Sun.—Hosea 14. The Victory of Grace. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The ways of the 
Lord are right.” Grace puts the crown 
upon the head of every blessing. “Grace 
all the work shall crown through ever- 
lasting days; it lays in Heaven the top- 
most stone, and well deserves the 
praise” (Doddridge). God’s grace is 
like an ocean where all repented sins 
are drowned. It still flows like a river 
and is as fresh as ever from the Saviour’s 
wounded side. Sing often: “O to Grace 
How Great a Debtor.” Pray for Gitche 
Gumee Bible Camp, Eagle River, Mich. 
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